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Amy Jones has a green thumb and the eyes of 

an artist. These traits enable the Chesapeake 

resident to blend her landscape architecture 

background and her artistic talent to advocate 

for native plants. 

 

Jones works as nursery manager at Southern 

Branch Nursery in Chesapeake, which 

specializes in native plants. Her art can be seen 

around the nursery where each greenhouse is 

named after a local bird. Jones has painted the 

birds perched on a colorful flower or tree 

branch on rustic wooden signs. 

 

Jones also is a longtime volunteer with the Virginia Native Plant Society South Hampton 

Roads Chapter, and she has been in charge of the chapter’s educational booth at the 

Virginia Flower and Garden Expo every January. 

 

For the past seven years, she has created an artistic, informative poster about the Virginia 

Native Plant Society’s Native Plant of the Year. The poster gets displayed at the expo and 

at the local group’s yearly plant sale. 

 

Black 

cohosh is 

the 2017 

native plant 

of the year, 

and you can 

see Jones’ 

poster at the 

Hampton 

Roads 

chapter’s 

spring plant 

sale from 9 

a.m. to 3 

p.m. April 8 at the Francis Land House in Virginia Beach. The chapter also will sell native 

plants May 12-14 at Norfolk Botanical Garden’s 2017 Spring Plant Sale..  You also will 



find black cohosh for sale. Plants at the sale are supplied by several native plant nurseries, 

such as Southern Branch, along with flowers and shrubs dug from members’ gardens. 

 

Ask Jones what her favorite native is and she has a hard time choosing just one. “Every 

time I see something new, I find a new favorite,” Jones said. 

 

For example, she loves mountain mint because of the range of pollinating insects it 

attracts. And she loves the little woodland plant partridge berry because of its sweet white 

twin flowers that fuse to produce a small red berry. 

 

The native plant of the year posters that Jones draws for the Hampton Roads Chapter show 

her fascination with native plants and all their facets. 

She illustrates the plants at their most beautiful, and also paints and draws their small 

features and relates their contribution to wildlife. In the black cohosh illustration, you will 

see not only the plant’s beautiful flowers, but also its interesting roots and nodes. You’ll 

see illustrations of birds that feed on black cohosh seeds and of the butterfly for which it is 

the host plant. She also illustrates its planting requirements and more. 

 

To come up with such detail for the posters, Jones researches a native plant in depth. For 

example, who knew 

that the flowers on a 

redbud tree are edible? 

 

With information like 

that, Jones’ posters 

present a plant’s life 

story. 

 

Jones works with 

colored pencils and 

uses pen and ink for 

details. For the past 

seven years, she has 

created these story 

boards that the 

Hampton Roads 

Chapter uses as 

educational material. Natives like partridge berry, redbud and white oak trees, and coral 

honeysuckle vine are some of the plants featured on her posters, all of which will be on 

display at the plant sale. 

 

Jones said she has the genes to be a native plant lover. She learned early about natives 

while walking in the woods with her mother where she grew up outside of Boston, and 



both her grandfather and her 

mother were avid 

conservationists. Jones got her 

master’s degree in landscape 

architecture from Harvard 

University. 

 

Before moving to Chesapeake 

with her husband a decade ago, 

she lived in California twice and 

in Maryland. Wherever she has 

lived, Jones said she always 

made friends with the native 

plants that grow there. 

 

Consequently, she also made 

friends with other native plant 

lovers. When she initially got involved with the native plant society years ago and worked 

at the flower and garden expo, she said she met the “nicest” people. In fact, that was where 

she met Eric Gunderson, who owns Southern Branch Nursery, and that led to her job as 

nursery manager. 

 

“No matter where you live,” Jones said,” there will always be native plants.” 

 

Mary Reid Barrow, barrow1@cox.net Have you come across a surprise or puzzle in 

nature? Do you have a tidbit of local lore? Share your stories and sightings with columnist 

Mary Reid Barrow. 
 


